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Critical summary - “The Flight from Conversation”
“The Flight from Conversation” is a chapter in Sherry Turkle’s book, Reclaiming Conversation: The power of Talk in a Digital Age. The chapter majorly focuses on how the internet dramatically involves the current society. Positive aspects of internet communication are also presented in this chapter (Turkle, 2012). The author has not left behind also in evaluating the negative aspect of internet communication within the society.
The main argument presented in this chapter is the changing of the society method of communication which is gradually shifting from face-to-face contact to texting and use of social media. The author mentions how people are generating bad habits of texting every time including when they are on the same table for dinner. The entire chapter tries to speculate answers of if non-verbal communication is real and whether communication via the internet could help maintain any positive and decent relationship in the society (Turkle, 2012). The author writes that maintaining relationships via the internet can be a good thing, but it remains a fact that real and genuine human relationships cannot be secured using the internet.
The reader can easily record some essential aspects about the daily lives of the people within the society. The author writes about how the real conversation is being lost more and more and being replaced by discussions through internet, phones and messaging. With the involvement of internet in communication, each in the society lives on their bubble, and many are unable to start any useful, communication via eye-contact hence implying that a good society proceeds to decay now and then. Since the parents are involved in non-verbal communication using the internet, they are unable to teach their children how to start good conversations hence you find that in real time kinds do not know how to communicate with each other (Turkle, 2012).
According to this chapter, non-verbal communications are not real. However, there are some excellent conversations via the internet, but you find that some important things that are lost in the conversations. For instance, maintaining eye contact with the individual one is communicating with is essential so that one can see how the communicating partner reacts on different things in the conversation. Sherry Turkle (2012) in the chapter writes about all the negative aspects associated with internet communication. She is against internet communication and supports her aspect using the various experiences she underwent during her different researches. The author uses the phrase “So I say, look up, at one another, and let’s start a conversation” (Turkle, 2012) to conclude the chapter. The author tries to imply that one should begin a conversation as they were a long time ago. The conversation being referred here is the conversation in person not through the internet. 
Turkle (2012), outlines some negative aspects associated with real non-conversations in the society. One of the identified negative aspects is that every individual in the society is texting while they were doing something else. She further writes that families who are sited together to have dinner are always engaged in texting and reading e-mails as they take dinner (Turkle, 2012). There is no individual in the current society that can start and maintain a good conversation as they maintain eye-contact since there is no one who is learning it. Further, teenagers who us to learn conversation from their parents are now able to converse through the internet and messaging. Also, according to Turkle (2012), people live in their bubble because they have grown up fearing conversations. 
However, Turkle speculates some positive aspects from conversations through the internet. She writes that people can stay in contact with old friends even if they are far miles away. Human relationships are productive, and people need to keep a friend in their lives so as for each to be satisfied. People need not stay alone hence internet communication becomes positive and true since one can share their issues though via Twitter or Facebook and other will keep on commenting and posting thus no one will stay alone. A connection of individuals via the internet makes one not to be scared of being alone (Turkle, 2012).
In conclusion, the way of communicating and relationships have significantly been changed by technology. Individuals can maintain long-distance relationships through internet communication through non-verbal communication is not real. The Internet is good for keeping contact but not efficient for maintaining decent relationships. “The Flight from Conversation” chapter helps one think about the deterioration in communication in the society.
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